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13.    corresponding   negative   powers :   see   the   Gassing   and
Wells passages.
IV.   ABOUT WRITING NOVELS
if the reader cares for a more exciting account of the novel-
writer's art he will find it in Conrad's Personal Record, and
Henry James' Prefaces. For example, James says :—* Roderick
Hudson was my first attempt at a novel, a long fiction with a
" complicated " subject, and I recall again the quite uplifted
sense with which my idea, such as it was, permitted me at last
to put quite out to sea. I had but hugged the shore on sundry
previous small occasions ; bumping about, to acquire skill, in
the shallow waters and sandy coves of the " short story " and
master as yet of no vessel constructed to carry a sail. The subject
of Roderick figured to me vividly this employment of canvas,
and I have not forgotten, even after long years, how the blue
southern sea seemed to spread immediately before me and the
breath of the spice-islands to be already in the breeze.5
page 23. 15. our mails : especially to India.
page 24, 3. Bentley : a publisher of the time. In 1837
Dickens edited for him Bentley's Miscellany.
10.   Chcfipman & Hall: a famous London house of publishers,
founded in 1830 and still flourishing.
10.   Piccadilly : one of the most famous streets in London,
now too gay for publishers.
15-16.    Hounslow  Heath :  previously   a  wild  deserted   moor,
and so a favourite place for thieves to attack travellers to London,
27.   February :  cold  and  stormy  on  the Mediterranean.
28-9.   Labor . . . ;   (Latin)   * unremitting   labour   overcomes
all difficulties.'
page 25. 1. physical strength : many authors talk about how
tiring writing is ; e.g. Coleridge and Conrad.
15-16.    a   diary,   divided   into   weeks :   cf.   the   Journals   of
Arnold Bennett.
page 26. 25. Hercules : Greek mythical strong man ; there-
fore, one who works furiously but only occasionally. The tortoise
won the race by plodding on while the hare talked about how
easy it would be to beat the tortoise.

